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hΦƪΦ LΩƭƭ ŀŘƳƛǘ ƛǘΦ L ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ άŀǳǘƻ-Ǉƛƭƻǘέ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ς ƳŀȅōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ LΩŘ ǘƻ 
ŀŘƳƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊƻǳǝƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŀǳƴŘǊȅΣ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŀǊŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ   
{ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳǳƴŘŀƴŜ ŎƘƻǊŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ 
ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƻƴŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ   
¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ŎǊǳǘŎƘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ƘŀǾŜ 
ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L Řƻ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳπ
ǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ς ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ  
L ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǝƴƎ -- ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ Ƴȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƳŜǘ ς ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ DŜǘƘǎŜƳŀƴŜΦ !ǎ L ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀ ōŜǧŜǊ 
ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ŀǳπ
ǘƻ-ǇƛƭƻǘΦ {ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊκǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ 
ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ 
{ƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²Ŝ Ƴŀȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀǳǘƻ-Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 
!ŘǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊΣ 
ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƭƛǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǳǘƻ-Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƳƻŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ όǘƘŀǘ 
ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ сύ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǎƘƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŜǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǘŜȄǘǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŀǇǝǎƳΣ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜ-ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƭƛŦŜΦ  
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǎƘƛƴŜǎ 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƛƴŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  
!ǎ ǿŜ ǎƘƛƊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƻ-Ǉƛƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǿŜ ŬƴŘ Ƨƻȅ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳπ
ǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŬŜǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŀƴȅ 
ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ς ŀƭƭ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ Řƛπ
ǾƛƴŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ 
мс¢Ƙǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [hw5Υ  {ǘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ 
ǇŀǘƘǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀȅ ƭƛŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘ ǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭǎΦ όWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ 
сΥмсύ    
     /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜϤ tŀǎǘƻǊ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ 
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            Gethsemane  

            Lutheran  

            Church 
221 Atlantic Avenue East 

P.O. Box C 

Dassel, MN  55325 

Phone: (320) 275-3852 

Fax: (320) 275-2111 

e-mail: office@glcdassel.com 
website: 

www.glcdassel.lutheranweb.net 
 

Interim Pastor 
Dan Belgum-Blad 

danbelgumblad@gmail.com 
Cell: 320-894-3577 

 
Associate Pastor 

Pastor Carolyn Pflibsen 
carolynaim@yahoo.com 
Cell: 320-221-5642 

 
Pastor Emeritus  
Pastor John Peterson 

 
Office Administrator 

Paula Roling  

 

 Custodian: 

Annette Urai 

 
Church Council Officers 

Sarah Moen-President 

 

Shari Brunes-Vice Pres. 

 

Kristi Mackenthun -Secretary 

 

John Sandstede -Treasurer  

 

Church Council Members  

Paul Fank -Property 

Kristi Mackenthunï Christian  

Education 

Mark Dallmann-Property 

Lonnie Carrigan -Property 

Mary Mortenson ïLibrary  

Janis Rannow -Family Life 

John Sandstede - Bus. Man-
agement and Memorial Finance 

Wendy Seefeldt -Stewardship 

Sarah Moen- Youth 

Judy Schmitz-Christian Ser-
vice 

Kristine Madsonï Music & 
Worship 

 

Our GLC Sunday School Christmas Program: ñStories of the Saviorò will be 4:00 
p.m. Sunday January 8 (rescheduled from Sunday December 18). Please join our 
children in this celebration of Jesusô birth and the Bible stories that reveal our need 
for our Savior. 
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Meals on Wheels for January 2017 
1/2/17-1/6/17 Ed & Mary Otto 
1/9/17-1/13/17 Pat Isaacson 
1/16/17-1/20/17 Ron & Wendy Seefeldt 
1/23/17-1/27/16 Jim & Donna Klein  
1/30/17-1/31/17 Roger & Marvel Erickson   

Thank You to the drivers in 2016. If you  

are interested in being a driver, please let the 
office know or call Pat Isaacson at 275-3562. 

 
Annual Reports & Audits  

Calling all Committee Chairs.  Please bring 
in your check books to be audited as soon after 
the first of the year as possible. Also, your  
annual report will be due in the office by 
Jan. 13th this year. If possible, please use 
ñwordò or ñExcelò to create your report and     
e-mail it to us. Any questions, please call the 
office.  

Annual meeting set for Feb. 5th  

 

 

 

Watch for details!  

 Way to Goéé.We received a phone call 
from the Dassel Food Shelf with great thanks 
and appreciation to our Food Shelf Sunday 
event.  All together 
we provided a total 
of 805lbs. in food 
and $485.00 in cash 
dollars to support 
the efforts to feed those locally and in need.  
What an amazing effort, and result of ñGodôs 
Work, using Our Hands! 

 

Computer things volunteeré.we have lots 
of helpers here at Gethsemane in and around 
the office we are so thankful for. We are now 
looking to take a few computer tasks and add 
those to the mix of things we would like help 
with.  If you are comfortable on the computer 
and familiar with Microsoft Office programs 
you might be just the person. If you would 
like to learn more please contact Paula.    

Menôs Bible Study 
Join us on Wednesday mornings, from 
7:00-8:00 a.m. at Pappa Dôs Coffee Shop in 
Dassel. This is a Menôs Bible Study for  
discussion, and fellowship.  
 
Unit meeting times for this month 

Ruth Unit: Resumes again in April  

Rebecca Unit: Wed.18th,9:00 a.m.  

Mary Unit: Thurs. 19th, 9:00 a.m. 

Rachel Unit: Wed. 25th, 10:00 a.m.  

 

Women's Fellowship will 
resume in April, have a 
wonderful winter.  

Womenôs Evening Bible Study  

First Monday of the month from 6:45 to 
8:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall 
and will start a new study Tues.,  January 
3rd. We will not meet Feb-Mar but re-
sume in April.  

We have selected as our study ñThe Life 
You Crave: Itôs All About Graceò by 
Michael Newman. 

Do you ever wonder what your next step should 
be?  If there is more to life?  Do you crave some-
thing better? 
 
God offers us grace. Pure, lavish, unending 
grace. Discover the life you crave. 

If you are interested in the study, contact Wendy 
Seefeldt at 320-894-5367 or werk@xtratyme.com.  
Cost of the study book is $10.20. 

mailto:werk@xtratyme.com
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Senior Valentine's Banquet Tickets  

The Family Life Committee is planning anoth-
er wonderful event for our Feb. 14 Senior Val-
entine's Banquet. Tickets will be sold for $9 
each beginning after services beginning Jan. 
22, through Feb.12.  The pork chop meal will 

be prepared by Marie Fitz-
simmons. This will be an 
evening of great food, fel-
lowship and entertainment.  

Transportation will be pro-
vided to those who need a 
ride. Please contact the of-

fice if you need transportation.  

Door prizes will be gift certificates donated by 
local businesses.  

Please watch Quick Notes for more  infor-
mation. 

 

Palms for Ash Wednesday 

Where do the ashes come from?  We  make 
our own right here at Gethsemane, but we 
need your help.  This is the time of year 

when we ask you to return the 
palm branches you were given 
on Palm Sunday last year.  We 
displayed them in our homes 
and offices during the year, 
proclaiming Christ is our Lord.  

Now, by fire, we return them to the dust 
from which they came.  The palms are 
burned. The ashes are sifted and water is 
added for the sign of the cross.  The invisi-
ble cross made with water in baptism is re-
placed by the visible cross of Ash Wednes-
day.  So, gather up the palms and bring 
them to church.  We need them by Sun-
day, February 12th this year!  
 

 

 

 

Benefit/Silent Auction/Fundraiser 

We're having a benefit fundraiser for my sister 
and brother-in-law in January.  Bryan Sietsema 
and Sara Jacobson have been at Mayo for the 
last couple of months as Bryan became ill and 
had to receive both a kidney and liver trans-
plant on Dec 2.  They'll be remaining in Roch-
ester for a few more weeks as the doctors con-
tinue to monitor him.  There will be a benefit 
on Saturday, Jan 21 from 10 am-2 pm at the 
Atwater Community Center.  There will be a 
spaghetti dinner served from 11-1 by the fire 
department (Bryan is a volunteer firefighter in 
Atwater), a silent auction, a bake sale, and kids 
activities. At this time our other sister is bring-
ing mail and items to them in Rochester as 
well as collecting all of the silent auction do-
nations, etc. Cards could be sent to: 

Charisse Jacobson 

12881 175th St NE 

Atwater, MN 56209 

We also have a benefit account set-up at Har-
vest Bank in Kandiyohi.  Checks can be made 
out to Bryan Sietsema or Sara Jacobson with 
"Benefit Account" on the memo line and 
mailed to: 

Harvest Bank 

PO Box 338 

Kandiyohi, MN 56251 

Thank You for your continued prayers ~  

Alissa Gambrel 

 

 

I would like to THANK YOU all for your 
prayers, cards, calls, visits, food and gifts 

while I was recovering with 
my broken heel.  I wish all of 
you a Blessed Christmas & 
Happy Healthy New Year.            
~Grace Brinkmann 
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January 1st 9:00a.m. 

Comm. Asst: Barb Wischmann & 
Elvera Smith  

Lectors: Deanna Martens 

Greeters:  

Ushers: Ann & Jerry Bollman 

Acolytes: 

Coffee Servers:  

Radio Broadcast:  

Flowers:  

Missionary Support:  

 

January 8th  

Comm. Asst:  

8:00 am Michelle & David Pitchford 

10:30am  

Lectors:  

8:00am Jeff Wick  

10:30am Elaine Nordlie 

Greeters:  

8:00am Brooke Koelln & Bella Pudas 

10:30am  

Ushers:  

8:00 am Dan & Sheryl Faust 

10:30am Dennis and Colleen Comp-
ton 

Acolytes: 

8:00 am   

10:30am Michael Schwartz & Spencer 
Schoening 

Coffee Servers:  

Radio Broadcast:  

Flowers:  

Missionary Support:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 15th  

Lectors:  

8:00am Sheryl Faust 

10:30am Wyanetta Timm 

Greeters:  

8:00am  

10:30am  

Ushers:  

  8:00 am David & Marcye Johnson 

  10:30am Stacy Lindell & Cindi Pat  
ten 

Acolytes: 

8:00 am  

10:30am  

Coffee Servers:  

Radio Broadcast:  

Flowers: In mem. Of Mitchell Grier-
son 23rd Birthday 

Missionary Support:  

 

January 22nd  

Lectors:  

8:00 am Verna Gruenhagen 

10:30am Jane Ryan  

Greeters:  

8:00am  

10:30am Bella Pudas 

Ushers:  

8:00 am Barb Erickson & Barb 
Wischmann 

10:30am Marvel & Roger Erickson 

Acolytes: 

8:00 am Bailey Savoie 

10:30am  

Coffee Servers:  

Radio Broadcast: In mem. Of An-
derson, Fortney, and Swanson Fami-
lies 

Flowers: 

Missionary Support:  

 

January 29th  

Lectors:  

8:00 am Joan Dallmann 

10:30am Laurie Francois 

Greeters:  

8:00am  

10:30am  

Ushers:  

8:00 am Elaine Lindquist & Bev 
Pearson 

10:30am Deb & Paul Burandt  

Acolytes: 

8:00 am   

10:30am  

Coffee Servers:  

Radio Broadcast: mem. Of Dennis 
Isaacson by Renee & Family  

Flowers: In mem. Of Wilton & De-
lores Anderson 

Missionary Support:  

 

 

 

 

Faithful Stewards:  

Flowers: $45 to Memorial  

Radio Broadcast: $125 to Memorial 

Missionary: $20 to WELCA 

Please be sure to specify those you are  

celebrating.   
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Mini Pantry installed at                          
Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Dassel 

Through the partnership of three area groups of 
youth the mini pantry was realized. It started 
with the Litchfield area student leadership 
group looking for a way to give back to the 
area. Students in this group come from the 
communities in Meeker County; Dassel, Grove 
City and Litchfield to learn how to become 
leaders. This leadership group has several dif-
ferent areas in which they focus the weekly 
time they spend together. They address aca-
demic support and attendance, independent 
leadership skills, employment and work ethic, 
social skills and giving back to strengthen 
oneôs community and beyond.  

The individuals in the group voted on possible 
projects and selected the mini pantry. They 

were then able 
through Central 
Minnesota Jobs 
and training 
(CMJT) Jen Carl 
and Elsa Jacabo 
partner with Youth 
build, a program 
where young peo-

ple learn construction skills through building 
affordable housing for homeless and low-
income people in their neighborhoods and oth-
er community assets at schools, playgrounds, 
and community centers.  

The Litchfield area student leadership group 
then made a presentation to the GLC Church 
council requesting the church, but more specif-
ically the youth, become partners in this com-
munity project.  

The mini pantry was dedicated on Sunday 
12/11/16. The mini pantry was then installed 
by some dedicated GLC men, digging the hole 
by hand, December 14th. Confirmation youth 
loaded the pantry and provided temporary 
signage asking people to please donate dry  

goods for the winter and asking people to take 
what they need. The youth are hopeful that 
these pantryôs are used when members of the 
community 
find them-
selves in need 
and that it is 
supported by 
members of 
the communi-
ty. When you 
are shopping 
please consid-
er picking up 1-2 dry good items to donate to 
the pantry.  Please note that Minnesota has 
some severe ranges in weather, so canned 
goods would not be appropriate in the winter.  

 

You may simply stop and drop off donations in 
the pantry as 
it is available 
24 hours a 
day, 7 days a 
week to help 
meet the 
needs of the 
community. 
With assis-
tance from 
adults, Con-
firmation and 
Senior High 
youth will 
also be work-
ing to ensure 
the pantry is 
kept stocked. 

A newspaper 

article was set 

to appear in the ED the week of Dec. 19th.  

Please help us get the word out to those who 

may need an emergency food source.   
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We are excited to share with you the theme for the 
2018 ELCA Youth Gathering, ñThis 
Changes Everything.ò Our primary 
scripture will be Ephesians 2:8 ñFor 
by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God.ò 

Grace is a foundational and distinctive piece of the 
Lutheran faith. This gift, undeserved and freely 
given, changes lives and perspectives as people 
realize they are enough because of what Christ 
has done and are called into the world to serve 
their neighbor and share the good news. 

Our logo is a visual representation of our theme 
and the 2018 Gathering experience. It incorporates 
the coming together of a mosaic to reflect the di-
verse host city of Houston, as well as the idea that 
we are a church where all are imperfect and in-
complete, yet we each belong in ï and have an 
important place in ï Godôs masterpiece. The cross 
at the center of the logo is the focus ï it is Godôs 
grace, through Christôs life, death and resurrection, 
that changes everything for all people. 

In her book ñWoo: Awakening Teenagersô Desire 
to Follow in the Way of Jesus,ò Morgan Schmidt 
identifies the three central desires of teens. 

All youth desire: 

¶ Someone to become 
¶ Somewhere to belong 
¶ Something to do [that changes the world] 
Throughout the 2015 Gathering and the evalua-
tions and conversations that followed, we heard 
our young people echo these desires again and 
again. As young people desire and struggle to find 
someone to become, somewhere to belong and 
something to do, the Gathering seeks to be a min-
istry that helps define some of that or at least open 
up pathways of discovery. Ultimately, we want 
youth to understand the fierce love that God has 
for them, just as they are, and that by grace, 
through faith, they have been saved. When young 
people (or really any age person!) truly claim this 
reality, it indeed changes everything. 

We look forward to diving deeply into this theme 
with you in the months to come!  

 
Watch your mailboxes for more information to be 
sent regarding dates, and details for this amaz-
ing opportunity.  If you are thinking about going, 
or maybe you just donôt know this far in advance, 
thatôs okay.  We will be working together over 
the next year beside one another learning more 
and discovering many ways you can help to be a 
part of the mission.  It takes a multitude of hands 
and feet to make the difference here at home 
and throughout the Nation.  You are invited to 
come and learn more about it as we begin to 
map out our planning for fundraising, group ac-
tivities, Bible studies, and missions locally here 
at home to prepare us for when we go out and 
put it all into action in tremendous numbers.  If 
you have questions or would like to learn more 
about the Gathering please feel free to contact 
me directly. Or you can find information online 
at:   
Web: https://www.elca.org/gathering 
Instagram: elcagathering 
Facebook: ELCA Youth Gathering 
Twitter: ELCA Youth Gathering 
Email: paularolingyouth@gmail.com 
Cell: 712-251-6572 
 
 

 What an amazing response we had for our 
silent auction that was held during the Advent 
Season.  The 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering 
group along with their familyôs and all the volun-
teers and leaders could never explain our grati-

tude in the overflowing support 
of gifts through your donations 
and additional support in the 
bidding on items.  The funds 
raised will be used to seed the 
expenses, and will be an asset 
to help fund other needs in our 

preparations for the trip. We raised well over 
$4,000 with this event. We are in hopes that you 
will follow us on our journey as we prepare to-
gether in peer building, growth in faith and un-
derstanding of all that it takes to prepare for a 
trip like this.  Again many thanks for supporting 
our youth. We will be releasing more information, 
activities and events to be held over the next 
year and a half as we work together to meet our 
goals, learning and growing beside one another 
in friendships, faith and love.  

Blessings~Paula  
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  7th ð 9th graders & Families ð please plan to gather 
for supper (6:00 p.m.) on Wednesday January 4. 
Weõll have a brief mid-year orientation ð to evaluate 
how confirmation is going so far this year, and to 
sign up for acolyting and other volunteer opportu-
nities for the early months of 2017. 

10th ð 11th graders and families ð please join the 7th ð 
9th graders and families for that mid-year orienta-
tion, as weõll also work to solidify plans for our 2017 
summer mission trip, get an update on fund-raising 
opportunities coming soon in 2017, and an update 
on plans to attend the National Gathering  2018. 

  

Mark your calendars 9 th  ð 12th   graders  ð 
our SWMN Synod Sr. High Youth  Gath-
ering is March 10 -11 at Lake Geneva Chris-
tian Center, Alexandra.  Registration 
forms and $45 deposit are due Wednesday 
February 1. Iõll have a sign up sheet avail-
able at the meeting on January 4. As soon 
as our synod makes them available, Iõll 
have the registration forms clipped to the 
lower mail tray outside my office, and no-
tify you that they are there.  
 
9 th  Graders, this is the required retreat for 
confirmation. Please plan now to attend. 
Adults ð weõll need your help as drivers 
and chaperons. Please let me know if you 
are willing to help with this event.  

 
Weather Reminder ~тǘƘ -фǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜπ
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŀ ƳŜŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ƛŦ 5/ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎŀƴŎŜƭǎ ƻǊ 
ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘƛŦȅ ƳŜ όƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜύ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ 

 
9th ð 12th graders ð Gustavus Adolphus College in 
St. Peter is hosting an unique leadership learn-
ing event for you. STEP UP is a day-long experi-
ence that will introduce youth to college level 
concepts of leadership and help them develop a 
stronger personal plan for continuing to grow as 
a leader. The day will include three seminars 
focused on actively engaging students as they 
learn valuable skills and expand their vision for 
potential leadership possibilities. Participants 
will receive a certificate from Gustavus Adol-
phus College acknowledging the completion of 
the STEP UP leadership curriculum. 
 
Students who complete the STEP UP program 
and attend Gustavus Adolphus College will re-
ceive a $500 annually renewable scholarship. 
 
Please contact me by Wednesday February 1 if 
you would like to attend. 

  
  
Christôs Peace, 
Pastor Carolyn 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM RESCHEDULE  

Our GLC Sunday School Christmas Program: 
ñStories of the Saviorò will be 4:00 p.m. Sunday Janu-
ary 8 (rescheduled from Sunday December 18). Please 
join our children in this celebration of Jesusô birth and 
the Bible stories that reveal our need for our Savior. 
Practice for 2ndð6th grade will practice on January 7 
from 9-11a.m., all grades will practice on Sunday Janu-
ary 8th during Sunday School time.  

 

Contact: Pastor Carolyn cell: 320-221-5642 

FaceBook: Carolyn Pflibsen  or GLC Youth  

Email: carolynaim@yahoo.com   

You can ñfriendò Pastor Carolyn (Carolyn Pflibsen) on Face-
book.  Parents, Pastor Carolyn will not confirm a request by a 
student without contacting you first.  Pastor Carolyn will also 
not send friend requests to students. 

mailto:carolynaim@yahoo.com
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Gethsemane Lutheran Members Find  
Treasury of Wisdom at Augustana Lakeside  
Linton Isaacson is 97 years old and has been 
a member of Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
in Dassel since his confirmation at age 19.  
Along with other church members, Linton 
visits residents monthly at Augustana 
Lakeside, sometimes explaining that the 
house where he grew up used to be on land 
where the Dassel Care Center is now.   
Gethsemane Lutheran has been connected 
with Augustana Care since 2007.  The 
church became an affiliate to formalize the 
relationship more than a year ago.  When 
parishioners visit and clergy lead monthly 
Bible studies or services, it ñsustains rela-
tionships that promote good will, trust and 
support,ò says Interim Pastor Daniel Belgum
-Blad.  Below you see Gethsemane members 

(L to R: Jerry Hesser, Linton Isaacson, Pr. 
Dan Belgum-Blad, & Dana Hesser).  
ñAugustana Lakeside is an important place in 
our community for those who need extra care 
or assisted living.ò 
Belgum-Blad says visits also give church 
members a chance to enjoy the insights of 
older adults.  ñThey have a treasury of wis-
dom and a granary full of experience,ò he 
says.  ñThey have a lot to offer, spiritually 
and otherwise.ò This article was taken from 
the Augustana Care News Fall 2016 addi-
tion.  
 

With the help of God, my family and friends, 

I am growing confidence and assurance 

in myself and others, 

developing new possibilities and opportunities, 

advancing compassion and encouragement, 

and building vision and hope. 

I pray that I will complain and lament less. 

I pray that I will forget how to scold and 
whine. 

God help me to grow, develop, advance and 
build. Amen.  

-- from Kennon L. Callahan's "Giving and 
Stewardship in an Effective Church."  

 

Itôs NOT All ABOUT THE $$$.......Stewardship 
Opportunists 

We have so many great opportunities to serve here 
at Gethsemane.  Take a moment to see if there is 
somewhere you might be a great fit.  We have 
openings for Ushers, Greeters, Coffee Servers, Ra-
dio, Flowers, and Missionary Support.  What a spe-
cial way to recognize someone that is special to 
you.  In memory, honor or recognition of Birth-
days, Anniversaries, or 
Special Occasions.   

Stop by the sign-up 
board in the Narthex and 
see if there is a fit for 
you.   

 

Time & Talentsé.. 

If you ever wondered 
about sharing your time and talents, please consid-
er joining to serve on one of the committees we 
offer, or even a chair on the council might be the fit 
for you.   

We have several opportunities and openings to 
consideré.. 

Join us for the Annual Meeting on Feb. 5, watch 
for more information.  
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There are so many areas to be thankful in our 
lives not just at home but in our church lives 
as well.  Did you know that without our 
many volunteers who dedicate time, love, 
and energy into what they give of themselves 
so freely that some things just simply would-
nôt happen.  From our coffee fellowships, to 
our snow plow drivers, youth mentors, Sun-
day school teachers, steeple helpers, office 
hearts & hands, Christmas baskets, food 
shelf supply drives, dinners, breakfasts, 
luncheons, fundraising, and the list goes on 
and on... Do we ever stop to notice that these 
things just keep happening throughout the 
years, and ever take a second thought as to 
how?  We have the Holy Spirit in and around 
us through others. Our bulletins get delivered 
to those that canôt be with us in worship. 
Visits and communion are brought out to 
them, we even reach out to directly support 
Christian families in mission across the 
world to Bethlehem.  All of our hearts and 
hands work together for Godôs will and pur-
poses.  It is not about who can do the most, 
or who is solely in charge, it is about what 

we can do and accomplish together.  
Through the changes, transitions, ups, 
downs, and turn arounds, that we have expe-
rienced in the last year, and those that are yet 
to come we remain united in our relationship 
with Christ, in and through one another to-
gether. With the utmost sincerity I send out 
my thanks upon thanks for the gifts and 
blessings each of you has given in your own 
ways of yourselves, you are so very much 
appreciated beyond measure.  Hoping you all 
had a warm welcoming Christmas & Wish-
ing you all a very Happy New Year to come.  
Blessings & Grace~ Paula 

Due to inclement weather 
the Council did not meet on 
December 18th.  Council is 
rescheduled to meet on    
Sunday, January 8th.  

Please watch for highlights 
in the February newsletter.  


